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Pronunciation 

4i (doks oh ROO bi sin) 



Brand Names 

Adriamycin PFS™; Adriamycin RDF®; Rubex® 



Therapeutic Categories 

Antineoplastic Agent, Antibiotic 
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What key warnings should I know about before taking this 
medicine? 

o This medicine may cause damage to your heart during or after 

treatment. The risk increases above a certain dose, with radiation to the 
chest area, with cyclophosphamide use, or if you have a history of heart 
disease. Chi ldren are at a higher risk of heart damage later on in life. 
Patients with liver disease need a lower dose. This medicine can have 
severe effects on the bone marrow. The bone marrow may not be able 
to produce the cells found in the blood as well as it used to. This 
medicine may cause damage around the area it is given if it leaks out. 
This would occur if the I.V. were not working properly. 

. : : ©TO? 

Reasons not to take this medicine 

o If you have an allergy to doxorubicin or any other part of the medicine, 
o If you have any of the following conditions: Severely weakened heart 

(congestive heart failure), cardiomyopathy, a history of poor bone 

marrow function causing low blood cell counts, or abnormal heartbeats 

called arrhythmias, 
o If you have received a full treatment with doxorubicin, idarubicin, 

epirubicin, other anthracyclines, and/or daunorubicin. 
o If you are pregnant. 
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What is this medicine used for? 



RELATED INFORMATION 
Interactions with herbs 

* Evening Primrose 

* Green Tea 

* Milk Thistle 
« Rosemary 

Interactions with 
supplements 

* Carnitine (L-Carnitine) 

* Coenzyme Q10 

* Cysteine 

* Dehydroepiandrosterone 
(DHEA) 

* Glutamine 

* Quercetin 

* Selenium 

* Vitamin A (Retinol) 

* Vitamin B2 (Riboflavin) 

* Vitamin D 

* Vitamin K 



Doxorubicin 



o This medicine is a type of cancer chemotherapy for treating many 
different cancers. 

o Doxorubicin may be used alone or in combination with other cancer 
medicines, 
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How does it work? 

o Doxorubicin kills rapidly growing cells like cancer cells. 
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How is it best taken? 

o It is given into the vein over 3-5 minutes, as a 15-60 minute infusion or 

as a 24-hour infusion. Mixing the doxorubicin with another liquid and 

giving it into the vein is a type of infusion, 
o Doxorubicin is given in a clinic or hospital setting, 
o Continue to drink lots of fluids unless toid to drink less liquid by 

healthcare provider, 
o Given into the abdominal cavity or the bladder as a wash in certain 

situations. 
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What do I do if I miss a dose? 

o This medicine is given on a specific schedule. It is important not to miss 

a dose unless recommended by your healthcare provider, 
o Call and reschedule as soon as possible. 
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What are the precautions when taking this medicine? 

o Use caution if you have liver disease. Talk with healthcare provider, 
o Tell healthcare provider if you have a weakened heart called congestive 
heart failure. 

o Avoid aspirin, aspirin-containing products, ibuprofen or like products, 
other blood thinners (warfarin, ticlopidine, clopidogrei), garlic, ginseng, 
ginkgo, vitamin E. Talk with healthcare provider if you are taking any of 
these products. 

o You will bleed easily. Be careful. Avoid injury. Use soft toothbrush, 
electric razor. 

o Tell dentists, surgeons, and other healthcare providers about this 
medicine. 

o Tell your healthcare provider if you have received or are receiving 
radiation therapy. 

o Use caution if you have liver, bile system, or gallbladder disease. Talk 

with healthcare provider, 
o Be cautious about taking vaccinations while you are receiving this 

medicine. Certain types of vaccinations may be dangerous. Talk with 

healthcare provider, 
o Tell healthcare provider if you are allergic to any medicine. Make sure to 

tell about the allergy and how it affected you. This includes telling about 

rash; hives; itching; shortness of breath; wheezing; cough; swelling of 
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